
 

Message From The Fire Chief 
Fire Prevention Week: October 7-13, 2018 

 
As we transition from a busy summer into a cooler and wetter September, we find ourselves once again upon Fire 

Prevention Week, running the week of Oct. 9th. This campaign, begun in 1923 is the longest running Public Safety 

campaign in North America. It commemorates the 1871 Great Chicago Fire, building public awareness on how to learn 

from this tragedy while preventing and mitigating the effects of fire on communities. The development of Building and Fire 

Codes - along with Fire Prevention Campaigns - are direct outcomes of this tragedy, and are positively impacting 

communities throughout North America, 

Fire Prevention Week has always resonated with me in my role as a Fire Chief, but has particular impact this year. 2017 

was an exceptional year in our firefighting services, with high volumes and large-scale fires. The Bindloss fire in September 

2017, along with the Hilda/Burstall fire in October 2017, were large, fast, and highly destructive.  The impacts of these 

fires, along with many others in our regions, continue to affect many residents, producers and communities. The full effects 

will likely take years to be understood, especially on sensitive grasslands and pastures.  

For 2018, the National Fire Prevention Association’s theme for Fire Prevention Week is:  

 

This adage can be applied to our daily lives, but the aim here is: 

LOOK:  applies to look for potential hazards in the home, around out buildings and yard sites and remove those 

items that could pose a risk of fire.  

LISTEN:  this refers to smoke detectors or carbon monoxide detectors that sound alarms. There is a good reason 

they sound alarms – don’t dismiss it…instead check it out!  Regularly test and maintain your alarms, 

replacing them if they are over 10 years old. A defective alarm is not something to risk you – and your 

family – over. 

If your alarm is sounding frequently, you should try a different type (photoelectric, heat detectors) or 

move it’s location (while following manufactures recommendations for correct placement).  

LEARN:  have at least 2 ways out of your home. Plan and test this often, and make sure everyone else in your 

home has as well. Determine and share your common meeting place. My family meets at the fire hydrant 

next to our house.  What’s Yours? 

Be aware of your surroundings, potential hazards, know where you can safely exit a building and note where fire 

extinguishers are located.  
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LOOK, LISTEN, & LEARN was based on statistics indicating 80% of fire deaths occur in the home, mostly during sleeping 

hours.  You need to have functional smoke detectors in all bedrooms. If there is a fire, you need to close doors to limit fire 

extension as you exit the building. Home fires can develop very quickly, with only 3 minutes to safely escape in some 

cases. Most everything in a home today is made out of synthetic – rather than organic – materials. These petroleum based 

products have low flash points which burn very rapidly.  Our homes then have some inherent fire potential that we need to 

be proactive in LOOKING, LISTENING & LEARNING what to do to keep it safe.   

So, what can you and your family do to help reduce fire risks in your home?  

• Never leave food cooking unattended. Have a working extinguisher close by the kitchen. 

• Maintain and clean fireplaces regularly. 

• Extension cords are temporary - they typically are not designed for large loads. Hard wire in plugs designed 

to carry these loads and don’t overload circuits. This applies to power bars as well.  

• Inspect all cords for damage. Don’t run cords under rugs or where they will be walked on.  

• Never smoke in bed or while lying on couch. Dispose Butts in proper receptacles. 

• If doing construction or major renovations to your home, consider home sprinklers. Sprinklers mean an 80% 

decrease in home fatalities, 70% decrease in property damage, and insurance premium incentives. They 

are often only 1-2% of new homes costs. 

• Close before you doze…https://www.dropbox.com/s/r2y7854r3o2tsda/UL%20Slam%20Video_xFinal.mp4 

• Practice your 3 minute fire drill with your family - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlXcXNsJnf0) 

After 2017’s intense fire season, we have increased our efforts around Fire Prevention and how FireSmart can help. What 

each of us can do to help prevent fires, including FireSmart and Emergency Preparedness, continues to drive our education 

and community outreach efforts. We all know fire services response times to some locations in Special Areas may be 

significant, so the more we all do to better prepare for and prevent fires, the better the outcomes will be.   

When we call 911, we expect a response. Local fire departments in this region are staffed by volunteers; volunteers who 

get up at all hours and in all circumstances to answer the call to help those in need. Knowing the time, effort, and demands 

on our volunteer firefighters in providing this service to our community, I encourage each of you to recognize and thank 

these individuals who give back to your community with their service. Without the dedication and perseverance of volunteer 

firefighters, calls to 911 would result in longer response times and limited coverage. 

In closing, take time this year to be proactive. LOOK, LISTEN AND LEARN. Check your smoke detectors and do your 

part in making your home safer in our community. For additional information on fire safety, contact your local fire 

department or check out the following links:   

• Office of the Alberta Fire Commissioner:  http://www.ofc.alberta.ca/  

• National Fire Prevention Association: https://www.nfpa.org/ 

Take Care, Keep Safe, and Yours in Fire Prevention, 

 
Glen Durand  

Special Areas Fire Chief  
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