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FEED WHAT YOU NEED

by Lacey Gould, Chinook Applied Research Assoc. (CARA)

Chinook Applied Research Association (CARA
Special Areas, and Alberta Agriculture recen
partnered to host th
sessions in Handhills, New Brigden and Conso
These handsn workshops focused on givi
producers the best tools needed to help herds g
through the winter on low feed supplies.
Livestock Nutritionist Lacey Gould (CARA)
helped producers use their individual operatio

information and Cowbytes software to find the|. .. —
most efficient use of resources considering thef.. -

herd requirements.

When producers are looking to ration, feed‘
testing is the number one priority. This§

information helps you to get the most out of your &8

feed supplies while understanding what is in t
feed itself. In 2019, protein levels have been lo
across the province so assuming your feed
adequate this year isn't necessarily correct.

At these producer sessions, the Rules of Thum
were presented. One rule is th&roteins (7-9-
11; the building blocks) shoute looked at as the
crude protein value. An average mature beef CO\%
requires 7% crude protein in a ration mid
pregnancy, 9% in lgteegnancy and 11% after h
calving (lactation). Always watch manure! Hig
low protein in ration. A second ruleEnergy (55
-60:65; ability to use the building blocksr
growth and production) talks about the Total
Digestible Nutrients (TDN %) value. An average
mature beef cow, to maintain her current
condition, requires 55% mjategnancy, 60% late
pregnancy and 65% TDN during lactation,
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IE/Ionitoring Body condition score can identify
energy requirements.

tIgroducers were taught how to input feed tests
into the Cowbytes program and speciﬁcallylD
choose the type of cattle they wish to
ed. Depending on how you feed your cows,
your waste factor can be a lot bigger than yo!
ink. The Rule of Thumb says that if you see it on
levels of undigested fiber (a bigger pyramid) means. ground, you have 15%. Many operation ha
realize that this costs in excess of $40/cow. AlsQ
remembering chopping feed can amouriteses

consisting of the forage leaves and fine particlesped tests can now be submitted at the Hanna

NDER!

into  consideration you could seriously

shortchange feed supplies.

En&hgr-lr-eminder was vitamins in stored feeds

§ are minimal, if at all. A proper vitamin supplement
#1 (A-D-E), especially vitamin E, is essential for a cows
| growth and production. Vitamin E should be given
at 300 IUs during pregnancy and 600 IUs during
| lactation. It is also important vitamin E is given
minimum 63 weeks prior to the start of calving

so cows have a storage available at calving.
Minerals are all very important to consider. If you

| are grazing cora or any high mature grain diet
make sure you are supplying enough calcium to
account for the high phosphorous content in the
high grain feeds. The calcium to phosphorous
ratio for a mature cow should be within the range

i of 2.1 and 7:1. Other macro minerals and micro
minerals are important and are connected to the
growth and production of the animal.
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In terms of feedstocks, this winter will see many
roducers using a lot of straw, tough grain and
supplements to get herds through. Not all straw is
created equal, so it is important to get your all
our feed tested, with a focus on protein and
DF content. This past season saw a lot of bales
\PUt up with high moisture, so watching for ergot
0 and m%cotoxins iS. esp{ecially important. ., You
20% feed shéuld berte%ng \)OHennany%vidénce igsréedn, sua1

ver wast e

as colored mold.

which has the highest nutritional quality. Thisand Consort Special Areas District Offices, in
could mean that you could be losing as much a&ddition to CARA, for convenience of producers.
25 to 30% in feed value by using these

methods.By not taking a realistic waste number
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YOUNGSTOWN ACCEPTING AG PLASTICS

As par tAlbertd AgPldstc. Ricyle
|_t grogram the Youngstown Regiona
Landfill- partnering with CleanFarms
will soon be accepting rolled grain bag
and twine for recycling from Specia
Areas residents. Under the pilot project,
20 collection sites have been opened up
across Alberta, including neighborin
Drumheller & District Regional Landfill
and Coronation transfer station.

o
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Under the pilot program, only tightly
rolled grain bags no wider than 4 ft are
accepted. Before rolling be sure to shak
to remove debris and secure rolled bag
to prevent unrolling. No sileage wrap of
any kind is accepted under the recycling
program, but it can be rolled and
brought to the Youngstown Landfill for
disposal at a charge of $50/tonne.
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Twine after being shook out and pIacec!'
in CleanFarms collection bags is accepted

at the Youngstown Landfill or the Hanng
waste transfer station. Net wrap is not
being accepted. Any hay or
contaminants, nylon twine, looseg
materials or bags from seed, feed or
fertilizer are not being accepted.

You can recycle rinsed pesticide jug
under 23L with caps and labels remove
at some waste transfer stations in the
Special Areas. For locations and hours 0
operation click here. Any pesticide
containers over 23L must be returned to
the retailer and will not be accepted at
the waste transfer sites.
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cleanfarms

Let’'s make
it 100%

Recycle every jug

l .

Pesticide & Fertilizer
Containers
(23L or less)
RINSE

Triple or pressure rinse to ensure
no product is wasted.

Seed Treatment
Containers

Important Instructions

REMOVE

Remove caps and booklets to
ensure that containers can be
recycled. Caps and booklets can be
putin your regular garbage.

' 1 Rinse, if possible.
RETURN HERE
Return empty, clean containers to
your municipal collection site.

SR = o

2 Ifrinsing is not possible, dose cap
securely and place unrinsed jugs
together in a separate collection bag.

-

No containers larger than 23L \
{return to retailer). 3 When the bag is full, securely close
with a tie wrap, rope or knot and

take the bag to your local municipal

collection site for proper disposal.

No obsolete pesticides (hold on
farm for next collection event).

. Anniversary

AG-Container [}
Recycling

EW:‘,E? For more information: 1877-622-4460 cleanfarms.ca
O
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cleanfarms

Service Boards passed at their recent conference biycking here

NG SOON!

i
- You can access the full set @solutions that your provincialAgricultural
|

COMI
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ng


https://agriculturalserviceboards.com/2020-resolutions-unapproved/
https://cleanfarms.ca/alberta-ag-plastic-recycle-it-program-details/
https://cleanfarms.ca/alberta-ag-plastic-recycle-it-program-details/
https://specialareas.ab.ca/living/waste-management-2/big-country-waste-management-commission/
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Maybe it was the increased rodentthroat to Kill, followed by feeding on providing neck snares, toxic neck collars
population this year, but increasedorgans atthe flank. Wolves, which are notfor sheep, sodium cyanide -W4
numbers of coyote sightings through thistypically found in this region, often target propellant, or 1080 compound poison
fall and into the winter months could calves @ months old and will attack the tablets for baiting. Your Ag. Fieldman will
mean trouble for calving season. Not onlyhindquarters first, unlike a coyote. If youwork with you to confirm best practices
do coyote populations appear to be need support with potential coyote are in place, including a possible-fanm
higher, coyotes being particularly predation, call your local Ag Fieldman. inspection, before moving on to these

aggressive in contact with humans aan . L additional control measures. If you do kill a
. ) reventing predation is the best approach
guard animals are being reported.

to protecting livestock. Disposal of any coyote preying on livestock, you may be

Adult coyotes typically have a range of 12ead animals should be done to reduceable to redeem money from certain

square kilometers, but there are instancescoyote attraction to the herd. If offite retaylers. Trapping of.coyotes requires a

. ) . . . resident fur trappers license from Alberta
where they can be 2 to 3 times larger. disposal (rendering or composting) is not _ -

. . . : . Fish & Wildlife.
Home ranges usually overlap only slightlypossible, place dead animals in a pit, cover
with non-resident coyotes passing throughwith lime and bury to a depth of 2 meters. If you experience an overly aggressive or
but avoiding the resident coyotes. . . . potentially rabid coyote, please report it
Herd management is also important, gomgf

Coyotes generally breed in February/handin-hand with  best managementoyour local Ag Fieldman.

March, having their litters of -3 pups 63 . L
. . practices of maintaining a cow herd. By
days later in Apri/May. Dens are often . ) .
keeping an extra eye on first calvers, using

made in previous skunk, badger or fox . o
ST a short calving season, maintaining regul
homes, making it important for producers . . ;
surveillance of your herd during calving,

to control these nuisance pests as well. and using low birth weight bulls to

If coyote predation is suspected, minimize difficult births, producers can
producers need to do a thorough give herds the best chance at survival
investigation to determine if the coyote Preventing the most vulnerable calves ang
fed on an already dead carcass or killethew mothers from wandering away from
livestock. Some indicators to look for the herd will decrease predation. Guard
include: bruising at puncture sites (liveanimals such as dogs, donkeys and llamds
animals), if there are membranes on thehave also proven effective.
bottom of newborn ?alvesa hoove'ﬁ (,n.o0
- ) If you "have “implemented ~all of*these

membrane indicates the animal walked) . . L

. . . ~‘Strategies but are still experiencing coyote
and inspecting lungs for signs of breathin
In calves less than a week old, coyot

redation, any Albertan resident may hunt|  Tax Credit for the 2019 Tax Year
coyotes without a license on land to which | opento Canola Farmers in Alberta

with feeding on the organs closest. Inehe or she has the right of access. Your Ag

sheep, coyotes typically puncture their

' REVIEW OUR

Fieldman may be able to assist byI Toleam m)fe,me
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https://specialareas.ab.ca/living/public-lands/community-pastures/
https://specialareas.ab.ca/job/assistant-community-pasture-range-riders/?fbclid=IwAR2o5js-s4HwJpwf_N8Mz7V8EgdnX2XKTIBpU1IEWeyQwHAscBla6yRI_qg
https://specialareas.ab.ca/job/assistant-community-pasture-range-riders/?fbclid=IwAR2o5js-s4HwJpwf_N8Mz7V8EgdnX2XKTIBpU1IEWeyQwHAscBla6yRI_qg

