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C O N T E N T S
Pg. 3 - Deer in your Bale Stacks?

Read about how to deal with deer and other hoofed animals 
in your feed supplies.

Pg. 4 - On Farm Climate Action Funding
Learn how you can apply for NEW funding for your 

farming/ranching operation.

Pg. 7 - Regional Resolutions Passed at Conference
Agricultural Service Boards from across the province gathered at their 

annual ASB Conference to discuss challenges in our region. 

Pg. 8 - Check Your Feed For Ergot
How to identify ergot in your feed supplies.

Pg. 13 - Be Plant Wise
Before you plant your flowers for the upcoming season, make sure they are 

not an invasive species.

Pg. 16 - Species at Risk
This quarter we are focusing on the threatened species the Ferruginous 

Hawk, who is native to our region. 

By: Special Areas Board Agricultural Fieldmen

With last summer’s dry conditions limiting feed supplies and some deep snows 
covering whatever grass was left, producers in the region have experienced an 
increase in ungulate damage to stored feed. Ungulates include deer, elk and 
moose, animals who not only consume forage, but make large messes and destroy 
3 to 4 times what they eat. 

The first defense against ungulate damage to bales is a secure stack yard. Alberta 
Agriculture’s Agri-Facts recommends fencing your feed yards with 7 foot tall 
mesh wire/game fence or using electric fencing with 12.5 gauge high tensile wires 
spaced 30 cm apart. This will help ensure elk cannot enter these areas. 

Some things you can do to reduce ungulate damage include moving bales to 
stackyards as soon as possible in the fall, monitoring for wildlife and chasing them 
away from the yard as soon as they appear. If you can net wrap feed and stack 
bales two tiers high with bottom bales on their ends, you can help deter animals. 
Another suggestion is placing a row of straw bales around the stacked hay. 

Keeping your yards as clean as possible will help prevent unwanted pests. Be 
sure to clean up any spilled grain, loose hay, and keep all grain inside secure 
bins. Avoid open piles of feed! Scarecrows wearing human scented clothing, 
scare devices, repellents, and radios may also be helpful to deter wildlife. During 
hunting season, hunting pressure can help reduce overall numbers of ungulates. 

If the above strategies are still not helping, you may be eligible for compensation. 
Contact your local Fish & Wildlife officer first, then your local AFSC office. Fish & 
Wildlife will assess your situation and may be able to lend deterrent materials. 
AFSC will also work with you to start the claim process.

Deer In Your Bale Stacks?

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/9b372c22-1d9f-40df-9c1a-80b4d7673e3f/resource/aa60fb6d-4227-443e-9190-c21c907dfef0/download/1993-684-17.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/9b372c22-1d9f-40df-9c1a-80b4d7673e3f/resource/aa60fb6d-4227-443e-9190-c21c907dfef0/download/1993-684-17.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/9b372c22-1d9f-40df-9c1a-80b4d7673e3f/resource/aa60fb6d-4227-443e-9190-c21c907dfef0/download/1993-684-17.pdf
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By: Karin Roen, Chinook Applied Research Association (CARA)

On Farm Climate 
Action Funding
The federal government has recently initiated a two year cost-share funding 
program designed to mitigate the effect of climate change by offsetting the costs of 
adopting beneficial management practices (BMPs). The On-Farm Climate Action 
Fund (OFCAF) is designed to deliver technical and economic support to Canadian 
farmers. The scope of BMPs may fall under activity categories such as cover crops, 
nitrogen fertilizer management, or rotational grazing. There is up to $75,000 available 
over two years per producer wanting to implement or expand BMPs on their farm. 

In Alberta, producers can apply to the Canadian Forage and Grasslands 
Association (CFGA), Results Driven Agriculture Research (RDAR) or the Canola 
Council of Canada (CCC) for OFCAF funding. Who you apply to for funding (and 
the level of cost share) is dependent on which BMP you are implementing. The 
CFGA program is taking applications for rotational grazing BMPs, while RDAR is 
taking applications for rotational grazing, nitrogen fertilizer management and 
cover crops. The CCC accepts nitrogen fertilizer BMPS specifically for canola acres 
only. All three organizations do have different intake applications and deadlines, 
as well as cost-share splits. Producers may apply to more than one organization, 
but the total funding cannot exceed the $75,000 limit between the three 
groups. Nor can you be paid for the same BMP twice by different organizations.

Alberta’s On-Farm Climate Action Partners  

After a producer has applied for OFCAF by submitting an 
application with a funding request and Action Plan, they will 
receive written approval to go ahead and purchase the materials 
associated with the project. All costs of the projects are paid up-
front by the producer, who is then reimbursed after providing 
invoices online. Eligible BMP costs are retroactive from April 
1, 2022. The project size must be a minimum of $2,500. 

Karin Roen and Lacey Gould at the Chinook Applied Research 
Association in Oyen are available to help producers apply 
for OFCAF, develop Action Plans and answer any questions 
you may have. Producers can call the CARA office at 
(403) 664-3777 or email cara-3@telus.net with questions. 

How To Get Started? 
Producers need to register for an online account with the respective delivery group 
they plan to apply to. This is where producers can submit invoices, a BMP Action 
Plan, pictures of the project, and check on applications statuses. All applications 
will require a BMP Action Plan, which must include the new or existing BMP 
(cover crop, rotational grazing or N-management) and how the management 
practice will offset any GHG emissions caused by agricultural activities. 

The Action Plan will have to be completed and signed off by a Professional 
Agrologist (PAg) or Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) that agrees the submitted 
BMP Action Plan is feasible, mitigates any negative environmental impact, and 
contains region-specific management practices. Up to 10% of the total cost of the 
project or $2000 for consultation fees from the PAg or CCA can be reimbursed 
by the OFCAF program. A list of CCA and PAg professionals  in your area can 
be provided by CARA or your local Ag Fieldman’s office. The Chinook Applied 
Research Association (CARA) is also available to help complete applications, 
give region-specific agronomic advice and walk you through the process!  

CFGA

• Application 
intake open until 
December 31, 2024
• 70/30 cost share, 
up to $75,000/2 
years
• Rotational grazing 
BMPs only 
• Producer 
Eligibility: An 
individual producer, 
incorporated farm 
or partnership 
in AB, BC, SK or 
QC with a gross 
minimum farm 
income of $10,000, 
have GST # or 
business number to 
which all payments 
will be made to. 

• Apply online

RDAR 

• Applications for the 
2022 fiscal year are 
open from August 4, 
2022 to November 7, 
2022. Projects that will 
be completed in 2023 
need to be submitted by 
February 2023.

• 85/15 cost share, up to 
$75,000/ 2 years 

• Producer Eligibility: 
An active producer, 
including proprietorship, 
corporation or registered 
partnership which 
grosses a minimum of 
$25,000 of farm income 
in AB. Develop at BMP 
with PAg or CCA, submit 
the application with the 
Action Plan and provide  
permission for post-
project inspections.

• Apply online

Canola Council of Canada

• Applications open August 17, 
2022.

• 85/15 cost share, up to 
$12,000/ 2 years 

• For N-management BMPs on 
fields seeded to canola 

• Need a 4R Action Plan 
submitted  with the application 
that has been completed with 
a PAg or CCA, who also has 
their 4R Nutrient Stewardship 
designation from Fertilizer 
Canada.

• Producer Eligibility: Registered 
partnerships, sole proprietors, 
corporations and cooperatives 
must be operational 
control over the field in the 
application, are seeding those 
fields to canola, and have a 
4R designated agronomist 
completed a verified 4R Action 
Plan for the field. 

• Apply Online

https://www.canadianfga.ca/
https://www.canadianfga.ca/
https://rdar.ca/
https://www.canolacouncil.org/
https://www.canolacouncil.org/
mailto:cara-3%40telus.net?subject=OFACF%20Inquiry%20-%20Special%20Areas%20region
http://chinookappliedresearch.ca/
http://chinookappliedresearch.ca/
https://www.canadianfga.ca/projects-projets/farm-climate-action-fund/
https://rdar.ca/ofcaf/
https://www.canolacouncil.org/4r-advantage/apply-and-claim/
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Regional Resolutions From 
ASB Conference
On October 25, 2022 
Agricultural Service Boards 
gathered in Crowsnest 
Pass for the 2022 South 
Regional Agricultural 
Service Board Conference. 

Agenda topics were 
as varied as wild boar 
management, crop pest 
updates, bighorn sheep 
challenges, updates on 
invasive species and a 
new exciting molluscide 
registration !

Two resolutions were 
passed to be discussed at 
the Provincial ASB Conference in Grande Prairie in January. To discuss 
these topics further, please reach out to your local agricultural service 
board members.

Therefore be it resolved that Alberta’s Agricultural Service Boards request that when 
Federal and Provincial governments approve large scale energy developments that they 
consider local environmental conditions and the policies that the local municipality has 
in place on the development through their permitting process.

Therefore be it resolved that the Provincial Agriculture Service Board Committee establish 
a task force comprised of Agricultural Service Board Members, agricultural producers, 
experts in agricultural science, agronomy and business, as well as representatives from 
the oil and gas industry associations, to conduct a full review into the function and 
mandate of the Surface Rights components of the LPRT as directed by related legislation, 
with a focus on matters of, or related to:

•	 Contractual negotiations being fully paid by energy operators,
•	 Implementation of mandatory mediation prior to LPRT application, 
•	 Improved timeliness of applications, and 
•	 Clarity of terms used in the Surface Rights Act 

Upcoming Events
Click on the posters for more event details

http://chinookappliedresearch.ca/calendar-of-events
https://agriculturalserviceboards.com/
http://chinookappliedresearch.ca/calendar-of-events
http://chinookappliedresearch.ca/calendar-of-events
http://chinookappliedresearch.ca/calendar-of-events
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ladies-calving-clinic-tickets-543180767297


How Much is too Much?
The Beef Cattle Research Council reported that while ergot 
can cause a 5-10% reduction in yields, the real concern is 
feeding these infected crops unknowingly to cattle. It only 
takes 0.1-0.3% ergot bodies by weight of grain to pose a risk to 
your cattle. That is roughly 5-10 ergot bodies in a liter of grain 
(depending on the bushel weight). That is extremely small! 

If feeding grain, greenfeed, or grazing standing or swathed crops, 
be sure to test your feed for ergot alkaloids prior to feeding. This is 
because it may take up to 6 weeks for symptoms to appear, but the 
results can be absolutely devastating. If feeding screenings, pellets or 
distillers grains, the concentration of ergot can be highly concentrated. 
Chinook Applied Research Association (CARA) can help local producers 
with sampling procedures and testing of feed samples. They also have 
a dedicated animal nutritionist that can formulate cattle rations. For 
more information call CARA at (403) 664-3777 or email cara-lr@telus.net. 
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By: Special Areas Board Agricultural Fieldmen

2022’s long, cold, wet spring conditions in Special Areas may have contributed to increased 
levels of ergot in grasses and cereal crops, and dangerous levels of  mycotoxin in some 
livestock feed. Ergot develops when Claviceps purpuea fungus infects susceptible crops 
(rye is highly susceptible, followed by triticale, wheat, and to a lesser extent barley and 
oats) during the flowering period, which was extended for longer than normal during 
last springs temperatures. The ascospores of this fungus are carried by wind to nearby 
grasses and cereals. 

The fungus then develops black mouse-dropping-like ergot bodies where a kernel of 
grain should be. The alkaloids these ergot bodies produce can be highly toxic and can 
cause blood flow restriction in tails, feet and ears, essentially causing the extremities to 
slough off (gangrene). In rare cases, it can also cause convulsions, muscle spasms and 
temporary paralysis. In smaller amounts, the alkaloids can also reduce appetite, growth, 
milk production and immunity, as well as cause spontaneous abortion in cattle. While the 
annual crops mentioned above can host these fungal infections, many perennial grasses 
can too. Since the fungi overwinter on soil surfaces, today’s farming practices of minimal 
tillage, grain-on-grain rotations and un-mowed field edges, all provide overwintering 
habitats for these sclerotia bodies.

“ Did You Know?
Through Ducks Unlimited’s Forage 
Program you can receive a rebate 
of $100 per 50lb bag of Proven 
Forage Seed to convert cultivated 
land to hay or pastureland. 

Contact your Nutrien Ag 
Solutions Retailer in Delia at (403) 
364-3735 for more information.

Check Your Feed For Ergot

mailto:cara-lr%40telus.net?subject=
https://www.ducks.ca/resources/landowners/forage-program/
https://www.ducks.ca/resources/landowners/forage-program/
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Invasive 
Species 
Pop Quiz

Tired of cooking the same meals over and 
over? Canadabeef.ca has videos, recipes, 
cooking tips and more to spice up your beef! 

Check out this online cooking course!

Now We’re Cooking
With Beef!!!

Get your 2023 Blue Book 
(Crop Protection Guide) 

by visiting 
albertabluebook.com

We really love our beef!
Corrine Kelts - ASB4 Member

Click on the image of each invasive pest to 
learn their name and more about them.

If you see any of these insects - capture it 
in a jar, record the location and bring to 
your Ag Fieldman. There are currently no 
positive sightings in the Special Areas! 

A. 

E.

C.

D. F.

B.

Answers: (a) Brown Marmorated Stinkbug, (b) Western Bean Cutworn,  

(c) Red Lily Beetle, (d) Asian Long Horned Beetle, (e) Japense Beetle, (f) Moth Larvae

Can you identify these 
invasive species?

Are you a beef enthusiast 
between 18 and 35 wishing 
to expand your knowledge 
of the beef industry? 

Canadian Cattle Young 
Leaders is now OPEN for 

applications!

Download your Cookbook!

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/animals-and-crops/plant-health/insects-and-plant-diseases/tree-fruits/brown-marmorated-stink-bug
https://inspection.canada.ca/plant-health/invasive-species/insects/japanese-beetle/fact-sheet/eng/1328165101975/1328165185309
https://www.calgary.ca/parks/pests/red-lily-beetle.html
https://canadabeef.ca/cooking-know-how/
https://www.albertabluebook.com/
https://www.albertabluebook.com/
https://inspection.canada.ca/plant-health/invasive-species/insects/spongy-moth/fact-sheet/eng/1330355335187/1335975909100
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/our-natural-resources/forests/wildland-fires-insects-disturbances/top-forest-insects-and-diseases-canada/asian-longhorned-beetle/13369
https://fieldcropnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/WBC-Scouting-and-Management-2017-Corn-Final-2.pdf
https://canadabeef.ca/oven-roast-know-how/
https://canadiancattleyoungleaders.ca/cyl_application_form.html
https://canadiancattleyoungleaders.ca/cyl_application_form.html
http://chinookappliedresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Cookin-For-Cow-Folk-Recipe-Book-.pdf
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Calving
Complications?

Be Plant Wise
Itching to get into your garden this spring?

Be sure the plants you choose are NOT 
invasive or on the Alberta Weed Control Act. 

Here are some common noxious species 
we find in Special Areas gardens, and 
some great alternatives to try this year!

Technology is an amazing tool 
and having information at our 
fingertips in every situation has 
become the norm. 

But when you are in the barn and your hands are 
otherwise occupied, accessing a screen is just not 
practical. Print these tips and hang them where 
you can refer to them in a pinch!

Electric Fencing Tips for Winter Grazing

Download your  
Grow Me Instead 
brochure from 
Alberta Invasive 
Species 
Council 

Featuring 
local 

Special Areas 

Producers!

https://www.beefresearch.ca/blog/calf-911-checklists/
https://www.beefresearch.ca/blog/calf-911-checklists/
https://www.beefresearch.ca/blog/calf-911-checklists/
https://yjccc8.a2cdn1.secureserver.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/AISC-GMI-PlantWise-Brochure-web.pdf
https://yjccc8.a2cdn1.secureserver.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/AISC-GMI-PlantWise-Brochure-web.pdf
https://yjccc8.a2cdn1.secureserver.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/AISC-GMI-PlantWise-Brochure-web.pdf
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Farm Kid 
Safety!

Kids are a big part of family farming 
operations. From doing chores to running 
the tractor - lets keep our farm kids safe! 

For more resources on keeping your kids 
farm safe, visit: https://www.abfarmsafety.
com/

Answer at https://www.abfarmsafety.com/resources/hazard-symbol-identification/

Ag Podcasts We’re Listening To
The Bovine by Alberta Beef Producers

The First Sixteen is AAFC’s podcast series that explores 
the freshest ideas in agriculture and food. Each episode 
explores a single topic in depth– digging into new practices, 
innovative ideas, and their impacts on the industry.

Latest Topics:
-Saving our organic soils 
-Shedding light on food fraud 
-Putting a rope around antimicrobial resistance in cattle

Inspect & Protect by Canadian Food Inspection AgencyIt’s official, Canada’s Ag Day will be celebrated on 
February 15, 2023! 

Mark your calendars to raise your fork and 
acknowledge the ongoing effort and commitment 
made by each of you.

Join our community to engage in conversations 
about food and agriculture and get the word out 

on social media across Canada with #CdnAgDay. Remember to keep your best 
photos and videos on hand to share them when the day comes!

No matter how you get social, make sure to use #CdnAgDay when you do!

Latest Topics:
-Preparing for drought during autumn office hours 
-An overview of the markets with Brenna Grant, Canfax
-Barley, corn, and wheat markets with Brennan Turner
-Animal Pathology Services with Dr. Jennifer Davies

Join host Debra Murphy as she interviews researchers, 
ranchers, ABP delegates and staff, chefs, nutritionists, 
and others all along the beef supply chain. You’ll hear 
content as diverse as the guests who bring it– from 
cooking beef to managing pastureland, the latest tech 
to great entertainment, cattle markets to weather 
predictions, and more.

Latest Topics:
-Feeling the sting: The impact of honey fraud on 
beekeepers
-Canada’s Christmas tree industry is booming– fir real!
-Working with the world’s deadliest diseases
-How Canada is keeping its pigs safe: African Swine 
Fever

Every episode co-hosts Greg Rogers and Michelle 
Strong exploring stories about food safety, animal 
health and plant protection. Listen as they connect 
with the people at the heart of these issues. 

The First Sixteen by Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada

https://www.abfarmsafety.com/resources/hazard-symbol-identification/
https://agriculture.canada.ca/en/agri-info/first-sixteen-podcast
https://www.abfarmsafety.com/
https://www.abfarmsafety.com/
https://www.abfarmsafety.com/resources/hazard-symbol-identification/
https://podcast.abpdaily.com/1857815/11190714-barley-corn-and-wheat-markets-with-brennan-turner
https://podcast.abpdaily.com/1857815/11190714-barley-corn-and-wheat-markets-with-brennan-turner
https://agriculture.canada.ca/en/agri-info/first-sixteen-podcast/first-sixteen-podcast-ep-023
https://agriculture.canada.ca/en/agri-info/first-sixteen-podcast/first-sixteen-podcast-ep-021
https://agriculture.canada.ca/en/agri-info/first-sixteen-podcast/putting-rope-around-antimicrobial-resistance-cattle
https://inspection.canada.ca/inspect-and-protect/podcast/eng/1616162488695/1616162631392
https://agriculturemorethanever.ca/cdn-ag-day/
https://agriculturemorethanever.ca/cdn-ag-day/
https://podcast.abpdaily.com/1857815/11395577-preparing-for-drought-during-autumn-office-hours
https://podcast.abpdaily.com/1857815/11232347-an-overview-of-the-markets-with-brenna-grant-canfax
https://podcast.abpdaily.com/1857815/11232347-an-overview-of-the-markets-with-brenna-grant-canfax
https://www.peacecountrybeef.ca/podcast/episode/1a07de71/grazing-perennials-with-andrea-hanson
https://inspection.canada.ca/inspect-and-protect/food-safety/honey-fraud/eng/1655827844919/1655827845716
https://inspection.canada.ca/inspect-and-protect/food-safety/honey-fraud/eng/1655827844919/1655827845716
https://inspection.canada.ca/inspect-and-protect/episode-6/eng/1639414814002/1639414814939
https://inspection.canada.ca/inspect-and-protect/episode-5/eng/1637953775477/1637953776571
https://inspection.canada.ca/inspect-and-protect/episode-3/eng/1629907245608/1629907246312
https://inspection.canada.ca/inspect-and-protect/episode-3/eng/1629907245608/1629907246312
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Species
at Risk
Common name: 
Ferruginous Hawk

Latin name: Buteo regalis

Conservation Status:  
Threatened

Range:  Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba

Lifespan: 20 years or more. 
The oldest recorded age is 
23 years and 8 months

Size: Wingspan of 133-142 
cm, head-to-talon length of 
56-69cm, weight of 0.97-
2.1kg, females are larger

What’s Being Done?
The species is protected by the Canada National Parks Act in the Grasslands National Park of 
Canada. It is also protected under Alberta’s Wildlife Act and the Manitoba Endangered Species 
Act.

Alberta has the Alberta Ferruginous Hawk 
Recovery Plan 2009-2014 in place. This 
focuses on habitat preservation, reducing 
human disturbances and human-caused 
mortality, population monitoring, outreach, 
and research. 

Canada has committed to the goal of protecting 30% 
of lands, ocean, and freshwater in Canada by 2030. 

This goal will help protect ecosystems, restore habitats, 
and fight climate change. All these things are a step in 
protecting Canada’s at-risk animals. Nature Canada © to Bill Gracey on Flickr, used under Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.0 Generic

Nature Canada © to Doug Greenberg on Flickr, used under Attribution-NonCommercial 2.0 Generic

The Ferruginous Hawk 
comes in a light and dark 
colouration. The light 
colouration has a white 
belly, while the dark 
colouration is a dark brown 
on its back and stomach. 
Both have white on the 
underside of their wings. 
The light colouration also 
has a brown-feathered “V” 
along the underside of its 
legs and tail.

Quick Facts

•	 Eats mainly rodents, but will eat 
what’s available, including: small 
to medium-sized mammals, 
smaller birds, snakes, and large 
insects

•	 Is the largest hawk in North 
America

•	 Catches prey by using the “sit-
and-wait” method – they wait on 
the ground outside the prey’s den

•	 Courtship involves dancing in the 
sky, diving on the part of the male, 
and the pair spiralling towards 
the ground holding each other’s 
beaks and talons

•	 Use things like sticks, shrubs, 
shredded bark, and cow dung to 
make nests. In the past, they also 
used bison hair and bones

•	 Its name, “ferruginous,” refers to 
the hawk’s rusty colouring

Threats?
The Ferruginous Hawk population in North America is now only a quarter of what it was in the 
early 1900’s, and its range is only half of what it was in the past. The loss of and fragmentation 
of its habitat, native grasslands, are a serious threat to the population. Ferruginous Hawks also 
suffer from a lack of nest sites as more and more trees are cut down in their habitat. They are 
also threatened by human activity and the loss of prey, particularly Richardson’s ground squirrel. 

What Can You Do?
Build an artificial nesting pole to attract 
ferruginous hawks to your native prairie! 

Not only will you be helping a hawk at risk, you 
can use this natural predator to control your 
gopher populations. Check out this brochure 
on how to construct your nesting poles before 
March 15! 

https://naturecanada.ca/discover-nature/endangered-species/ferruginous-hawk/
https://naturecanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/FEHAANPBrochure.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/fea46b1f-4319-460f-b42b-7926470b259b/resource/0e07580a-e04a-4ba6-8e26-6ecc93d47209/download/2009-sar-recoveryplanferruginoushawkalberta-feb2009.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/fea46b1f-4319-460f-b42b-7926470b259b/resource/0e07580a-e04a-4ba6-8e26-6ecc93d47209/download/2009-sar-recoveryplanferruginoushawkalberta-feb2009.pdf
https://naturecanada.ca/discover-nature/endangered-species/ferruginous-hawk/
https://naturecanada.ca/defend-nature/how-you-help-us-take-action/nature-based-climate-solutions/toolkit/grasslands/?&
https://naturecanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/FEHAANPBrochure.pdf


Did you know Special Areas Agricultural 
Service Board staff help Alberta Agriculture 
& Irrigation to complete their annual pest 
surveys?

You may notice ASB inspectors out in your 
fields with sweep nets in August collecting 
grasshopper samples! The information they 
collect is sent to the entomology experts 
of the province to create survey maps and 
infestation predictions for the next year. 
You can see all of the results at the Alberta 
Insect Pest Monitoring Network. 

There are many reasons why evergreen trees and shrubs turn brown, change 
colour or loose their needles. Many environmental conditions such as winter 
desiccation, salt, frost, drought, flood, soil deficiency and many others 
environmental factors are  the cause of needle and leaf discoloration and not 
necessarily insect or diseases.

Winter damage and its severity can look different depending on the tree species. 
Cedar leaf scales fade from green to light tan or reddish-brown while needle 
tips of spruce and pine turn brown. Winter damage may occur on different part 
of trees and affect a just few branches, at the treetop, on one side or even the 
entire tree. The tree could lose most of its needles and die.

Winter desiccation is caused when water leaves the tree needles faster than it 
is taken up. During winter, coniferous needles still lose a miniscule amount of 
moisture into the air. 

Sunscald is when winter temperature fluctuations cause injury by damaging 
the bark of hardwood trees. It rarely kills the tree, but the damaged bark then 
becomes an entry point for insects and disease. 

Cold temperature damage 
is when high fluctuations in 
temperatures during the winter 
months causes this damage. 
In Alberta we experience a 
temperatures shift from – 40 C to 
10 C relatively quickly. 

Tips to minimize winter damage:
•	 Water evergreens in the fall.
•	 Also water in the early in the spring once the ground thaws.
•	 Use mulching to keep moisture around trees. Wood chips or other mulch – 

five to 12 cm thick – will keep moisture longer in the roots.
•	 Use hardy plant varieties specific for the horticultural zones of your area.
•	 Do not plant trees and shrubs near buildings or other reflective structures.
•	 Consider fertilizing trees following harsh winter conditions, but stop using 

nitrogen or any other fertilizers after June.
•	 Do not wrap evergreens with burlap or plastic. Warm and sunny winter days 

will increase the internal temperature. This high temperature may damage 
warmed tissue when severe cold follows. Plants wrapped this way may also 
break dormancy.

Want to learn more? Attend the Handhills Shelterbelt Workshop, March 17!
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2022 Insect Survey Results Winter Got Your Trees Down?
By:  Yard Whispers 

https://www.alberta.ca/pea-leaf-weevil-survey.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/grasshopper-forecast.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/wheat-stem-sawfly-forecast.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-insect-pest-monitoring-network.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-insect-pest-monitoring-network.aspx
https://yardwhispers.ca/
https://www.beefresearch.ca/


YOUR LOCAL AG FIELDMAN IS 
HERE TO HELP WITH YOUR AG 

QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS

Feb 14 Your Path to Farm Transition: Unlock your inner CEO: Leading a successful farm 
transition, virtual

Feb 15 Growing Farm Safety webinar series: Agricultural Fitness for Duty- Impairment in the 
Workplace Basics, virtual

Feb 15 BCRC Webinar: Record Keeping, Part Two: Setting Bulls Up for Success

Feb 15 Feed Your Future Virtual Career Fair

Feb 16 CARA’s Grazing Club, Consort, call CARA at 664-3777 to register

Feb 16 Alberta Beef- Producer Meeting, virtual

Feb 21 ASB Crop Event, Acadia Valley Hall, call CARA at 664-3777 to register

Feb 28 CARA’s Grazing Club, Pollockville, call CARA at 664-3777 to register

Mar 2 Ladies Calving Clinic, Delia Community Centre, 4-8PM, Registration Coming Soon!

Mar 6 Open Farm Days Training for Host Farms: Booking your farm event, virtual

Mar 8 Growing Farm Safety: ATV-UTC Safety for Women

Mar 13 Open Farm Fays Training for Host Farms: Exploring Social Media Trends

Mar 14 CARA’s Grazing Club, Hanna, call CARA at 664-3777 to register

Mar 14 Your Path to Farm Transition: Review, Revisit, Repeat: Keeping your farm transition plan 
alive, virtual 

Mar 17 CARA Shelterbelt Workshop, Handhills Clubhouse, TBA Call 664-3777 to register

Mar 21 CARA’s Grazing Club, Pollockville, call CARA at 664-3777 to register

Mar 21 Growing Farm Safety: Farm Safety & Sustainability, virtual

Mar 22 BCRC Webinar: Record Keeping Part 3: Keeping production data to improve the whole 
supply chain

Mar 22 Management Alternatives for Soil Health, Oyen Legion Hall, call CARA at 6664-3777 to 
register

Mar 23 Pesticide Applicator Workshop, virtual

Mar 28 CARA’s Grazing Club, Consort, call CARA at 664-3777 to register

Upcoming Events

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/unlock-your-inner-ceo-leading-a-successful-farm-transition-registration-367055140807?aff=mailchimp&utm_source=Subscribe+to+FCC+email&utm_campaign=d2d10c8262-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_03_01_March+events_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ecca3657d7-d2d10c8262-18168373&mc_cid=d2d10c8262&mc_eid=e10ff04ab5
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/unlock-your-inner-ceo-leading-a-successful-farm-transition-registration-367055140807?aff=mailchimp&utm_source=Subscribe+to+FCC+email&utm_campaign=d2d10c8262-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_03_01_March+events_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ecca3657d7-d2d10c8262-18168373&mc_cid=d2d10c8262&mc_eid=e10ff04ab5
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2VbbV1jBT7Oz4u6DJONbkQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2VbbV1jBT7Oz4u6DJONbkQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AE2BHk78TdqJactBxjTuCQ?utm_source=BCRC+Blog+Subscribers&utm_campaign=8da0aa0b76-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_08_23_03_52&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8c6acbd1df-8da0aa0b76-88316807
https://www.agcareers.com/feed-your-future/virtual-career-fairs/canada/manitoba/february-15-2023.cfm
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/all-zones-virtual-event-tickets-488156708857?aff=odcleoeventsincollection&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/booking-your-farm-event-tickets-451839252367
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wr_VhdHoS8aJ_oZ4jVzQnA
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/exploring-emerging-social-media-trends-tickets-452400942397
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/review-revisit-repeat-keeping-your-farm-transition-plan-alive-registration-367058791727?aff=mailchimp&utm_source=Subscribe+to+FCC+email&utm_campaign=d2d10c8262-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_03_01_March+events_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ecca3657d7-d2d10c8262-18168373&mc_cid=d2d10c8262&mc_eid=e10ff04ab5
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/review-revisit-repeat-keeping-your-farm-transition-plan-alive-registration-367058791727?aff=mailchimp&utm_source=Subscribe+to+FCC+email&utm_campaign=d2d10c8262-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_03_01_March+events_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ecca3657d7-d2d10c8262-18168373&mc_cid=d2d10c8262&mc_eid=e10ff04ab5
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_O_6_Yl_kQsKJI2fvmYYBCg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AE2BHk78TdqJactBxjTuCQ?utm_source=BCRC+Blog+Subscribers&utm_campaign=8da0aa0b76-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_08_23_03_52&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8c6acbd1df-8da0aa0b76-88316807
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AE2BHk78TdqJactBxjTuCQ?utm_source=BCRC+Blog+Subscribers&utm_campaign=8da0aa0b76-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_08_23_03_52&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8c6acbd1df-8da0aa0b76-88316807
https://farmingsmarter.com/event/2023-pesticide-applicator-workshop/

